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STOP LOVING THE WORLD 

 

I received a phone call from a close friend one night.  Though I was not there to 

receive it, he did leave a voice mail; and after making a few comments about the scripture 

verse I quoted on the greeting, he said these words, “Isn’t it a great thing to be in the 

world, Bret, and know you are not of it.  I repeat, you’re in it, Bret, and know you’re not 

of it.”—a simple statement and yet so very profound.  This kind of wisdom comes from 

words such as we find in the prayer of Jesus:  

But now I come to You; and these things I speak in the world so that they may have My 

joy made full in themselves.  I have given them Your word; and the world has hated 

them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.  I do not ask You 

to take them out of the world, but to keep them from the evil one.  They are not of the 

world, even as I am not of the world.  Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth.  As 

You sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the world (Jn 17:13-18, emphasis 

mine). 

We find this wisdom in Paul when he wrote, “For our citizenship is in heaven, from 

which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ” (Phil 3:20).  It is also 

found in the words of the writer of Hebrews, when—after a glorious exposition of the 

faith of Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham and Sarah—said, “All these died in faith, without 

receiving the promises, but having seen them and having welcomed them from a 

distance, and having confessed that they were strangers and exiles on the earth.  “Do you 

consider yourselves strangers on earth?”  Or, shall I state it in this way, “Do you live in 

such a manner that the outworking of your faith makes it clear you do not belong to this 

world?”  Or, on the other hand, do you fit in quite nicely with the world?  Could it be that 

you say you love Jesus, yet so surround yourself with all the toys and things of this 
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world, of this Disneyland called America, and look just like the world?  What makes you 

different Christian?  Christian, what makes you different?!  If you cannot answer that 

question, or, if it is hard to tell, after scanning your life portrait, you may consider the 

force of today’s message.  Because, it is so very pointed, so sharp, that it will sever from 

your side that which continues to lure you away from Jesus and into the dark pit of loving 

the world.  The message comes from the first epistle of John, chapter two.  We will be 

looking at verses fifteen through seventeen.  John writes, 

Stop loving the world, or things in the world.  If anyone persists in loving the world, there 

is no love for the Father in him; because all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh and 

the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life—is not from the Father, rather it is from 

the world.  Both the world is passing away and its lusts, but the one who continues to do 

the will of God remains forever (1Jn 2:15-17; my translation). 

John begins this exhortation with the command, “Stop loving the world, or things 

in the world.”  It is the only command in the passage, and thus the structure is expressing 

a great emphasis upon it.  In fact, the idea here is that someone has already been doing an 

act and is being told to stop, or cease from that activity.  So, just as a mother or father 

who walks into a room and finds their three year old moving toward the wall socket with 

a finger out or kitchen utensil in hand, John sees people loving the world and says, “Stop! 

Don’t do it!  Back away!  Don’t love the world, or things in the world!”   

Now immediately, what is running through some of your minds is, “I object!  

How can that be?  John 3:16 says God loved the world in this way, that He gave His Son.  

What do you mean stop loving the world?”  And I would simply call your attention to the 

fact that there are about six different ways the apostle uses world in his writings.  Two of 

those we will mention for the explanation here.  In John 3:16, he is speaking directly to 

the condition of the people living in the world, namely to their need a savior.  What we 

see here (in verse 15) is not a world meaning people, but a world system—one corrupted 
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by evil, one ruled by the devil himself (according to Ephesians 2:2), one which is hostile 

toward God, and spends its time in rebellion, wallowing around in the slop of sin.  This is 

the world John is commanding his people to stop loving.  “Stop loving the corrupt ways 

of the world.  Stop loving its rebellion.  Stop loving the slop of sin.”  You see, the love 

spoken of in John 3:16 aims to save the world from sin, while the love spoken of in first 

John 2:15 aims to participate in its sins.  And this—that is, the participation in its sin and 

rebellion—is what John is commanding the believer to steer clear from.  Paul helps us 

grasp this in Romans 6:1-2 when he asks, “How shall we who died to sin still live in it?”  

What we see is that John is expressing the same thing with great urgency and force when 

he commands, “Stop loving the world, and the things of the world.” 

I assume, after such a great statement, John wants to do a bit of explaining, thus 

he follows with two points which give great support to such a weighty command.  The 

first is this:  Loving the world is incompatible with loving God.  That is, the two do not fit 

together.  One is unable to love God and, at the same time love the world.  Let’s read it.   

If anyone persists in loving the world, there is no love for the Father in him; because all 

that is in the world—the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of 

life—is not from the Father, rather it is from the world (1Jn 2:15b-16). 

In support of, “Stop loving the world,” John gives a conditional statement which, with 

great clarity, reveals that if one loves the world—that is, he lives in such a manner that he 

continues to love the world; he is persistent in loving the world, he is wrapped-up in it—

then the love of the Father is not in Him.  Let’s turn the statement around to see if it helps 

to clarify matters:  The love of the Father is not in someone, if they are persistent in 

loving the world; that is, participating in its sin.  Notice that not loving the Father is 

contingent on one loving the world.  In other words, when one loves the world, the love 
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of the Father is not in him.  Now, we’re going to have to do some more clarifying here 

before this lands on us. 

 What is the phrase, “the love of the Father,” communicating?  Is it meaning the 

love the Father has for us?  Or does it mean the love we have for the Father?  Which is it?  

It is important, because you have either someone who is saved (walking in a manner 

unworthy of the gospel), or someone who is really lost.  Let’s take the first one—“the 

love the Father has for us”—and see if it works.  I do not believe this is the right 

interpretation for two reasons.  First, the context reveals that John is writing to believers.  

Verse one of chapter 2 states, “My little children, I am writing these things to you so that 

you may not sin.  And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 

the righteous.”  Later in chapter 2, verses 12-14 are addressed specifically to saved 

individuals in the church.  Second, it does not fit with the sentence, “If anyone persists in 

loving the world, the love of the Father is not in him.”  The sentence is asking the 

question, “Who is the object of one’s love?  the Father? or the world?”  This gives more 

support to the second interpretation; that is, the love one has for the Father.  Therefore, it 

is appropriate to interpret the text as the Father being the object of our love; for either the 

Father is being loved, or not being loved due to the love someone has for the world 

instead.   

Yet, I still don’t think this is developed enough.  I would, but John adds the little 

phrase, “in Him.”  “If anyone persists in loving the world, there is no love for the Father 

in Him.”  What further does this mean for the love for the Father to be in someone?  I 

believe what John means is this:  If someone has a love for the world—that is, they live 

their lives in such a way that they ignore God and do not recognize any sort of 
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dependence on Him; living as if independent of Him—then it is clearly evident that the 

love for the Father is not something which wells up inside their soul.  I will say it again 

differently:  If someone loves the world, it is evident that they do not have a love for the 

Father welling up inside them.  Let’s see where I get this from in John’s writings.  In first 

John 4:7-9, and 16, he writes,  

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and everyone who loves is born of 

God and knows God.  The one who does not love does not know God, for God is love.  

By this the love of God was manifested in us, that God has sent His only begotten Son 

into the world so that we might live through Him…We have come to know and have 

believed the love which God has for us.  God is love, and the one who abides in love 

abides in God, and God abides in him. 

What we see then is love—the love which wells up inside of us for God and others—

comes from God.  And, if we love, then we know we are abiding in God, and God is 

abiding in us.  In other words, love makes it evident that God is in us.  The apostle helps 

us again from Jesus’ prayer in John 17:26, “I have made Your name known to them, and 

will make it known, so that the love with which You loved Me may be in them, and I in 

them.”  In knowing God, the love of God is manifested in His people through Jesus 

Christ.  Therefore, it is obvious that for someone to have a love for the Father, something 

must have happened in that person—namely a changed heart.  The love one has for the 

Father is an outward display of what the Spirit has already inwardly done.  Listen to the 

way Jesus responds to the Pharisees.   

You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; it is these 

that testify about Me; and you are unwilling to come to Me so that you may have life.  I 

do not receive glory from men;  but I know you, that you do not have the love of God in 

yourselves (Jn 5:39-42). 

The Pharisees loved the world (and the glory they received from it), and Jesus says that 

the love of God is not in them.  We can conclude, therefore, that when John says, “If 

anyone persists in loving the world, there is no love for the Father in him,” he means that 
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loving the world is incompatible with loving God.  The Spirit of God loves the Father, 

not the things of this world.  So, if anyone is persistent in loving the world, it is evident 

that the Spring of life, who loves the Father, is not in him. 

 Because!  John is not finished with point one.  “Because all that is in the world—

the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life—is not from the 

Father, rather it is from the world.”  Why is it incompatible?  Because, what is in the 

world is from the world, not from the Father.  You might ask, “Can you name some 

things in the world?”  And John surely does in the middle of the previous clause.  In fact, 

he takes three things that are in the world and uses them as a sweeping analysis of all that 

is in the world.   

Let’s look at the first, “the lust of the flesh”—that is, the lusting your flesh does 

towards certain things.  Now, John is not speaking of good desires.  You can have good 

desires, like a desire for God, or a desire for the things of God.  Rather, John is drawing 

out that what comes from the world is the desires of the flesh; that is, the desires which 

are corrupted by sin and rule over the flesh.  For example, a desire for food is good, but 

when corrupted leads to gluttony.  A desire for sex is good, but when corrupted it leads to 

adultery, fornication, pornography, and masturbation.  A desire to sleep is good, but when 

corrupted, it becomes slothfulness.  What we see then, is that anything by which the flesh 

is mastered (food, sex, sleep) becomes the main attraction for the flesh—and thus it lusts 

after it.  In Mark, when Jesus told the Parable of the Sower, some of the seed fell amongst 

the thorns. Listen to how he then explained it.   

And others are the ones on whom seed was sown among the thorns; these are the ones 

who have heard the word, but the worries of the world, and the deceitfulness of riches, 

and the desires (same word!) for other things enter in and choke the word, and it 

becomes unfruitful (Mk 4:18-19, emphasis mine). 
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Notice how He did not say “sinful desires,” just “the desires for other things.”  What 

chokes Christians is not mainly murder and cheating and stealing.  What chokes 

Christians is the desire they have for other things—things which master the flesh and 

cause the heart to stray from the things of God.  These are the lusts of the flesh.  They are 

those acts of the flesh which are so enticing to participate in and yet kill a heart for God! 

 The second is, “the lust of the eyes.”  Similar to the first, however, John is more 

specific here, referring to what is perceived with the eye and thus meditated on and toyed 

with in the mind.  Businesses know exactly what this is.  “Give the customers what is 

appealing to the eye when you advertise.”  America, wake up!  Sex, comfortable homes, 

riches, cars, retirement, designer clothes, elegant underwear, more sex, big trucks, bare 

skin, is all over television, billboards, magazines and newspaper ads.  “Make it appealing 

to the eyes!”  Is that not how David’s adultery and murder began, with something that 

was appealing to his eyes?  Read it.   

Now when evening came David arose from his bed and walked around on the roof of the 

king's house, and from the roof he saw a woman bathing; and the woman was very 

beautiful in appearance.  So David sent and inquired about the woman (2Sam 11:2-3a). 

Read the Sermon on the Mount.  Jesus knew the eyes were vulnerable to such things.   

…but I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lust for her has already 

committed adultery with her in his heart.  If your right eye makes you stumble, tear it out 

and throw it from you; for it is better for you to lose one of the parts of your body, than 

for your whole body to be thrown into hell (Mt 5:28, 29).   

This is the lust of the eyes.  This is what comes from the world. 

 The third is, “the boastful pride of life.”  I think this one scares me the most.  

People see the first two.  In fact, many of you were probably thinking, “Yes, I see the lust 

of the flesh in my life.  I see the lust of the eyes in my life.”  But O Christian, do you see 

this one?  This can be understood as the glorification of the self.  It has to do with the 

preservation of the self, and has no concern for the preservation of God’s great name.  
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“How’s my image?  How’s my name in society?  Am I in the popular crowd?  Do the 

people know me?  Does anyone know I am wearing a new dress today?”  O how many 

people are so anxious to get in to the “inner circles” and the “right clubs.”  O how many 

people strive to please others with things they may not even have, or maybe cannot even 

afford to begin with.  Thus, they spend their lives searching out ways by which they 

might be noticed by others.  Have you struggled with this one:  “Brother, look at how 

much I know!  Look at how much I know” without even an ounce of excitement to say 

“Look at the God I know!”?  Ignatius said of this particular phrase in verse 16, “This is 

the one who seeks to impress everyone with his non-existent importance.”  O the pride of 

this life! 

 These things are from the world:  lust of the flesh; lust of the eyes; boastful pride 

of life, and these things are not from the Father.  If you are loving what comes from the 

world, you are not loving what comes from the Father.  It is hollow to say you love God 

if you love what is not of God.  Jesus said, “No one can serve two masters; for either he 

will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the other. 

You cannot serve God and wealth” (Mt 6:24).  James put it like this, “Whoever wishes to 

be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God” (Jam 4:4).  That is why John 

says stop loving the world, because when you do, you do not love God, in fact, you hate 

Him.  Stop loving the world.  Why?  First, because loving God and loving the world is 

incompatible. 

 The second reason why we should cease from loving the things of this world is 

this:  loving the world is loving what is impermanent.  Loving God is loving one who is 

permanent.  Let’s read it again from verse 17.  “Both the world is passing away and its 
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lusts, but the one who continues to do the will of God remains forever” (1Jn 5:17).  The 

world is on its way out folks.  This system—corrupted by sin, ruled by the devil, 

rebellious towards God—is on its way out.  It is “passing away.”  You know why, 

because God is working.  This is a passive verb here—παρά γεται, “passing away.”  That 

means something or someone from outside of it is causing it to pass away.  What? Who?  

God.  I understand this as so because John uses this same word one other time in this 

epistle—in verse 8 of chapter 2.  And he writes, “On the other hand, I am writing a new 

commandment to you, which is true in Him and in you, because the darkness is passing 

away and the true Light is already shining” (1Jn 2:8).  The Spirit of Jesus Christ is 

already shining!  The darkness of this world is passing away.  All of the riches the world 

can give, all of the comforts it has to offer, all of the glory this world has to build esteem, 

all of the applauds that come from the crowds, all of the glamour of Broadway and 

Hollywood, all of the prizes and plaques on the wall are just passing away.  Because God 

is at work to bring these things to an end!  He has decreed its passing away so that He 

might be all in all, receiving all the glory, all the honor, all the applauds, and all of the 

crowns at the consummation of the age.  If this is so, if this world is passing away, then 

what does this mean for you today?  Will you be like the rich man in Luke?  Do you 

remember that story? 

The land of a rich man was very productive.  And he began reasoning to himself, saying, 

'What shall I do, since I have no place to store my crops?'  Then he said, 'This is what I 

will do: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my 

grain and my goods.  'And I will say to my soul, "Soul, you have many goods laid up for 

many years to come; take your ease, eat, drink and be merry."'  But God said to him, 'You 

fool! This very night your soul is required of you; and now who will own what you have 

prepared?'  So is the man who stores up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God 

(Lk 12:16-21; emphasis mine). 

Will you be like the rich man?  Will you be called a fool?  (O how damning it 

would be to hear such a thing.)  Or will you be like Moses? 
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By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's 

daughter, choosing rather to endure ill-treatment with the people of God than to enjoy the 

fleeting pleasures of sin, considering the abuse suffered for Christ greater riches than the 

treasures of Egypt; for he was looking to the reward (Heb 11:24-26; emphasis mine). 

I plea with you this morning, don’t be the rich man.  Be like Moses!  He endured ill-

treatment with the people of God rather than enjoying the fleeting—fleeting—fleeting 

pleasures of sin.  They are going away folks!  Sure, you can love all that is from the 

world these eighty or so years you have on earth; and you know what, it will be zero 

minus eight billion in hell when the end comes.  You have been given access to all that is 

eternal in Christ Jesus.  Why then, would you love what is passing away?  You do not 

buy stock in a company that is going bankrupt!  That is foolishness according to God. 

So what am I to do you ask?  My answer:  Love God!  Be rich towards God!  

Treasure God above all else.  How?  Do the will of God.  Let’s read it again.  “Both the 

world is passing away and its lusts, but the one who continues to do the will of God 

remains forever.”  What is the will of God?  Jesus defined it like this. 

For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent 

Me.  This is the will of Him who sent Me, that of all that He has given Me I lose nothing, 

but raise it up on the last day.  For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who 

beholds the Son and believes in Him will have eternal life, and I Myself will raise him up 

on the last day (Jn 6:38-39, emphasis mine). 

What is the will of God?  Beholding the Son of God, and believing in the Son of God—

Jesus Christ!  Behold Him in your heart.  Behold Him over the things of this world; so 

that He might make His abode in you, and teach you how love God with all of your 

being.  And keep doing it!  John said, “the one who continues to do the will of God 

remains forever.”  Don’t back off now!  Keep doing the will of God!  Come on!  Fight 

against the lusts of the flesh.  Fight against the lusts of the eyes.  Fight against the 

boastful pride of life.  Endure Christian!  Though you are in the world, you are not of it.  

Say with David, “Whom have I in heaven but You?  And besides You, I desire nothing 
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on earth.  My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my 

portion forever.”  Love Him who is eternal and put away the love for that which is 

temporary!   

So, in conclusion what are we taking home today?  John commands, “Stop loving 

the world.”  Why?  Two things:  one, because loving God and loving the world are 

incompatible; and two, because loving the world is loving something which is passing 

away, and loving God is loving one who is forever.  I end with a quote from Augustine 

who, I believe summarizes this text well.  “He loves Thee too little who loves anything 

together with Thee which he loves not for thy sake!”  Stop loving the world.  Let’s pray. 
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Greek Outline     1John 2:15-17 

[15] I Μ
ὴ
 

ἀ
γαπᾶ τε τὸ ν κό σµον µηδὲ  τὰ  ἐ

ν τῷ  κό σµῳ .  
 

 IA  ἐ ά ν τις ἀ γαπᾷ  τὸ ν κό σµον, οὐ κ ἔ στιν ἡ  ἀ γά πη τοῦ  πατρὸ ς ἐ ν αὐ τῷ
· 

[16] IA1   ὅ τι πᾶ ν τὸ  ἐ ν τῷ
 κό σµῳ ,  

 IA1a    ἡ  ἐ πιθυµ ί α τῆ ς σαρκὸ ς  
 IA1b    κα ὶ  ἡ  ἐ πιθυµ ί α τῶ ν ὀ φθαλµῶ ν  

 IA1c    κα ὶ  ἡ  ἀ λαζονε ί α τοῦ  β ί ου,  
 IA2   οὐ κ ἔ στιν ἐ κ τοῦ  πατρὸ ς  
 IA3   ἀ λλὰ  ἐ κ τοῦ  κό σµου ἐ στ ί ν. 
 

[17] IB1  κα ὶ  ὁ
 κό σµος παρά γεται κα ὶ  ἡ  ἐ πιθυµ ί α αὐ τοῦ , 

 IB2  
ὁ
 δ ὲ  ποιῶ ν τὸ  θ έ ληµα τοῦ  θεοῦ  µ έ νει ε ἰ ς τὸ ν α ἰ ῶ να. 

 

 

English Outline     1John 2:15-17 

[15] I Do not love the world nor the things in the world.  

 

 IA  If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  

[16] IA1   For all that is in the world,  

 IA1a    the lust of the flesh  

 IA1b    and the lust of the eyes  

 IA1c    and the boastful pride of life,  

 IA2   is not from the Father,  

 IA3   but is from the world.  

 

[17] IB1  The world is passing away, and also its lusts;  

 IB2  but the one who does the will of God lives forever. 


