
Christ, Zion, and the Hope of the World 

 

In 2 Chronicles, chapter 24, it says that Judah abandoned the house of the Lord to 

serve idols, and God’s wrath came upon them for their guilt. “Yet he sent prophets 

among them to bring them back to the LORD.” And then it says, “These testified against 

them, but they would not pay attention.” I am going to ask you to turn with me to the 

book of the prophet Isaiah, and then I am going to pray for all of us, that we would listen 

to the Lord’s word this morning different than Judah did. That we would come before it 

attentively, that we all might be changed. [PRAY]  

We will be reading the Gospel and hearing the Gospel from Isaiah. I will begin 

reading in verse 1 of chapter 2 of Isaiah. Hear the word of the Lord: 

 

The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. It 

shall come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of the house of the LORD 

shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be lifted up above 

the hills; and all the nations shall flow to it,
 
and many peoples shall come, and 

say: “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of 

Jacob, that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out 

of Zion shall go the law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.
 
He shall 

judge between the nations, and shall decide disputes for many peoples; and they 

shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; 

nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore. 

O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the LORD (Isa 2:1-5). 

   

 In the book of Isaiah, and other prophetic books, we notice various introductory 

phrases, inscriptions, that help us as readers to understand the context and content of the 

prophet’s unique message. For example, one might run across statements such as, “the 

vision of Isaiah concerning Judah” (Isa 1:1), or “the oracle concerning Babylon” (13:1), 

or “the oracle concerning the valley of vision” (22:1). Such expressions the Lord inspires 

not only so that his children might interpret his word well and communicate it to others, 

but also so that they themselves will see him and his revealed purpose more clearly, 

especially in his Son, the Word made flesh. And so, here in Isaiah 2:1, we find our Father 

being a great teacher to us, when he inspires the inscription, “The word that Isaiah, son of 

Amoz, saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.”  

 That Isaiah saw a word may sound strange to us; however, this expression only 

confirms that God’s revelation often came to prophets through visions. What the prophet 

supernaturally observed in a vision from God, he then communicated to the people. In 

fact, according to 2 Samuel 9:9, “…in Israel, when a man went to inquire of God, he said, 

‘Come, let us go to the seer;’ for he who is called a prophet now was formerly called a 

seer.” The prophet, therefore, played a primary role in communicating the Lord’s will to 

his people according to what God himself enabled him to see. Without doubt, this means 



that what we have before us today, is nothing less than God’s perfect revelation to man. 

This word is not taken from Isaiah’s imagination, but from the revealed will of Yahweh. 

He revealed it, the prophet saw it, the people heard it, and we get to read it again, and 

again. 

 The inscription before us also makes reference to Isaiah’s listeners. It states that 

Judah and Jerusalem are the chief recipients of the Lord’s message through his servant, 

Isaiah. At this point in Israel’s history, Judah would have referred to the regions enclosed 

by the Southern Kingdom, and Jerusalem to the chief city within Judah where God chose 

for his name to dwell and his king to rule. These two vicinities coupled together 

represented those who, as a nation, were defined by their covenant relationship with 

Yahweh, the Holy One of Israel. Thus, what proceeds from the prophet’s mouth in the 

verses before us is from the covenant-making God, and for those who were to abide in 

covenant-fidelity to him. 

 Now, the two observations we just made from the inscription of Isaiah 2:1 can 

also be seen in Isaiah 1:1. There, too, he receives a vision from the Lord for Judah and 

Jerusalem. Just following each of these phrases, however, the prophet heralds a message 

that is strikingly different. Isaiah hardly proclaims anything positive about the state of 

Zion in chapter 1. The focus hones in on Israel’s rebellion, desolation, and unfaithfulness, 

and because of their sin, the faithful city of Zion, once full of justice, is deemed a harlot, 

now populated with murderers. We find only one glimpse of hope for Zion’s restoration 

in verses 26 and 27, where the Lord promises to restore the city and redeem her with 

justice. Chapter 2, on the other hand, commences with a vastly different picture. 

Expanding on the redemptive hope given in verses 26-27, Isaiah portrays a Zion wholly 

restored, while the nations come to this mountain for salvation. It leaves all of us asking, 

“How did that Zion, once so desolate, become this Zion, now so brilliant?” The answer 

given by the following verses is: “The Lord reigns, and shall bring such a day for Zion 

through the triumphant Gospel and kingdom of his Son and Messiah, Jesus.” By lunch 

today, I hope you will see that verses 2-5 are indeed Gospel. They beckon people to 

repentance, grant hope to God’s people for perseverance, awaken their desires to 

spread the joy of God’s reign, and arouse their hearts to worship the Lord. Let’s see 

this together as we move now to verse 2. 

 This is the word that Isaiah saw: “It shall come to pass in the latter days that the 

mountain of the house of the LORD shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 

and shall be lifted up above the hills; and all the nations shall flow to it” (Isa 2:2).  

Now, if we are familiar with the Old Testament, we will recall that the “house of 

the Lord” was at one time the moveable tabernacle, which Israel carried with them from 

the wilderness into the Promise Land. It testified of God’s holy presence with his people, 

and was the place where they met with him. Later, God anointed David as king over 

Israel, and he brought this tabernacle to his city, Zion (2Sam 6:12). After his death, 

Solomon was made king, and he built a permanent temple on Mount Moriah, in 

Jerusalem (2Chr 3:1). He then brought the ark of the covenant from Zion, and placed it in 

the temple according to the Lord’s appointment (Ps 78:68), so that this temple now 

became the “house of the Lord” (1Kgs 8:1); and there it stood as the center of Israel’s life 

and worship as God would gloriously meet with them. 

When the passage before us, however, speaks of “the mountain of the house of the 

Lord,” we must be careful not to separate the mountain it is speaking of, Zion, from the 



place the temple stood. Mount Zion included the temple mount. When the psalms and the 

prophets speak of Zion, therefore, they often refer to it as the place where God dwells (Isa 

8:18; 18:7; 24:23)—the place from which divine protection, bountiful blessing, sound 

judgment, and future deliverance freely flow. “The mountain of the house of the Lord,” 

therefore, is nothing less than the place of God’s sanctuary, the place where his glory 

dwells and where he rules his people in majesty and justice. 

Sadly, by the time of this prophecy, Israel as a whole had forsaken the house of 

the Lord and largely turned their backs to Yahweh’s presence once celebrated at Zion. 

Though the psalmist says that sound judgment comes out of Zion (Pss 48:12; 97:8), to a 

large extent Israel wanted none of it. Certain kings built separate altars in and outside the 

house of God, and there offered disturbing worship to him. Some of the kings even gave 

away the riches of the temple to pagan Assyria, in fear of their own destruction instead of 

trusting the Lord. In fact, the nation turned away from their fellowship with the Lord on 

Zion so far, even the faithful kings such as Hezekiah and Josiah could not bring about its 

restoration. Israel and her city laid in ruins. Isaiah portrays this state of Zion in chapter 1, 

verses 7-8, when he says,  

 

Your land is desolate, your cities are burned with fire, your fields—strangers are 

devouring them in your presence; it is desolation, as overthrown by strangers. The 

daughter of Zion is left like a shelter in a vineyard, like a watchman’s hut in a 

cucumber field, like a besieged city. 

 

Then again in verses 21-23 he says,  

 

How the faithful city has become a harlot, she who was full of justice! 

Righteousness once lodged in her, but now murderers. Your silver has become 

dross, your drink diluted with water. Your rulers are rebels and companions of 

thieves; everyone loves a bribe and chases after rewards. They do not defend the 

orphan, nor does the widow’s plea come before them. 

 

Now, do remember that even in the midst of such desolation, despair, and 

dejection, the Lord preserved for himself a remnant. Isaiah 1:9, “Unless the Lord of Hosts 

had left us a few survivors, we would be like Sodom, we would be like Gomorrah.” 

However, we do not have to look very far before we see that even the remnant stood 

before the Almighty with their iniquities laid bare. Even the prophet himself, when he 

sees the Lord of Hosts, says “Woe is me, for I am ruined! Because I am a man of unclean 

lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips” (6:5). It is for this reason, that I find verse 

two so stunning; because, even in light of those distressing realities concerning Israel’s 

sin and Zion’s ruins, the Lord brings Gospel for his people: “in the final days, the 

mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as head of the mountains, and shall be 

raised above the hills…” Just when another word of judgment would have caused even 

his faithful few to faint, because all together their nation had forsaken the Lord’s house, 

the Lord graciously declares over them the hope of a new age. He casts their gaze not 

upon the devastating situation before them, but upon what their great God shall gloriously 

bring to pass in the latter days.  



At the same time, however, we must remember that he will do so through 

judgment upon the haughty, so that they are laid low, and mercy on his chosen, so that 

they are raised up with him. According to the remainder of chapter 2 and on into chapter 

3, the Lord promises that the day will come when he humbles all other mountains. Those 

who stood arrogantly against him will be squashed, and he alone will be exalted in that 

day. All other mountains will be dwarfed before the Lord’s mountain. The Lord will 

stand victorious over them, and Zion’s hill shall tower above all others, since the Lord’s 

glory consumes it.  

But notice something more about verse 2: God does not establish Zion for Israel 

only. Rather, he exalts his mountain above all others so that all the nations will stream 

towards it like all the rivers of the world converging into one great sea. Assyria, Philistia, 

Egypt, who once sought Israel’s destruction and provoked God’s anger, they too will 

come to the mountain of the house of the Lord. Isaiah 60:14 says, “The sons of those who 

afflicted you shall come bending low to you, and all who despised you shall bow down at 

your feet; they shall call you the City of the LORD, the Zion of the Holy One of Israel.” 

Undoubtedly, therefore, this mountain will be great because the glory of the Lord of 

Hosts shall be exalted upon it, and even those aliens, who were once not God’s people, 

will come flowing into Zion as a heavy stream. Sons from afar, daughters from the ends 

of the earth, people from East and West shall rush into Zion to make covenant with 

Yahweh. 

 Now, this redeeming of Zion and the ingathering of the nations, of which Isaiah 

prophecies, I believe, have already been inaugurated in and will eventually be brought to 

their consummation in Jesus, the Messiah of Israel and Savior of the world. Look with 

me to the twelfth chapter of the Gospel according to John. As you are turning there, let 

me prepare you for what John brings together in chapter 12 by mentioning two things. 

First, John has already made it clear to his readers that Jesus both fulfills and replaces the 

temple. In chapter 1, the Word became flesh and tabernacled among men (John 1:14). 

What is more, he is Bethel, the house of God, the place where angels ascend and descend, 

heaven meets earth, and God meets man (1:51). In chapter 2, he promises to raise up the 

temple three days after it was destroyed, yet we know he was speaking about the temple 

of his body (2:19-21). In his encounter with the Samaritan woman, there is no doubt that 

Jesus is now the place where true worshippers gather since he surpasses all other temples 

(4:21-24).  

Second, John has also built up quite an anticipation for the hour of Jesus’ death, 

resurrection, and glorification. Although he does present these three events as historically 

separate, John never allows them to stand alone theologically. Instead he links these 

redemptive events together, so that as a theological unit they all relate to his being lifted 

up to glory with the Father. Thus, when his hour finally comes, he will not only be lifted 

up on the cross to die for sinners, but will also be lifted up from the grave to live forever, 

and lifted up from the earth to be glorified together with his Father. Therefore, when we 

keep in mind the first point, that Jesus is the new temple, and we tie it together with this 

second point, that he is lifted up and glorified to the highest place at the Father’s right 

hand, we see a glorious picture similar to that of Isaiah’s prophecy. This becomes 

especially clear in John chapter 12. Look there with me, beginning in verse 12, and I 

want you to observe three links to what we find in Isaiah: (1) the link with Zion and 

Jesus; (2) the link with the exaltation of Zion, the temple mount, and the glorification of 



Jesus as the new temple; and (3) the link with the nations streaming to Zion and the 

nations streaming to Jesus. Verse 12 begins:  

 

The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus was 

coming to Jerusalem. So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet 

him, crying out, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, 

even the King of Israel!” And Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, just as it 

is written, “Fear not, daughter of Zion; behold, your king is coming, sitting on a 

donkey's colt!” (12:12-15; cf. Zech 9:9). 

 

 Now, there’s the first link: Using a quotation from Zechariah 9, John links Jesus 

with Zion. The people of Zion are not to fear because her king has come. Now, let’s look 

at the second and third link together, beginning from verse 20. Notice who is looking for 

Jesus and what Jesus’ response is to the situation. 

 

Now among those who went up to worship at the feast were some Greeks. So 

these came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and asked him, “Sir, we 

wish to see Jesus.” Philip went and told Andrew; Andrew and Philip went and 

told Jesus. And Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to 

be glorified.” 

 

Then, jump down to verse 27: 

 

“Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? 'Father, save me from this hour'? 

But for this purpose I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.” Then a 

voice came from heaven: “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” The 

crowd that stood there and heard it said that it had thundered. Others said, “An 

angel has spoken to him.” Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, 

not mine. Now is the judgment of this world; now will the ruler of this world be 

cast out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to 

myself.” He said this to show by what kind of death he was going to die. 

 

Do you see it? Remember, Zion includes the temple mount in Isaiah, and when 

that place of God’s dwelling is raised above all other hills, all the nations will flow to it. 

Jesus is the new temple in John, and when he is lifted up from the earth, he shall draw all 

people to himself. In Jesus’ death, resurrection, and glorification, therefore, God 

inaugurates the final days of Zion’s glory. It is during these days, in the wake of Calvary, 

that all the nations stream into Zion to make covenant with Yahweh through Jesus Christ. 

 Now, let’s return to Isaiah’s message and ask the question, “Why do these nations 

desire to stream to the Lord’s mountain? Verse 3 tells us, because they wanted to hear the 

word of God and follow his ways: “many peoples shall come, and say: ‘Come, let us go 

up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob, that he may teach us 

his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” These are pagan nations! They have no 

prior relationship with Yahweh, and previously sought the destruction of his people! 

Moreover, Isaiah heralds this message just a few years before Nebuchadnezzar finally 

plunders Jerusalem and carries Judah into Babylonian captivity. And God still places this 



Gospel-promise before the eyes of his people, that one day, all the nations will come to 

gather at the mountain of the Lord. And when they come, they will come with 

excitement, for they will not even be satisfied with going up alone. They will cry out to 

one another, saying, “Come let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the 

God of Jacob.” And when someone asks, “Why?” In unison they shall respond, “So that 

he may instruct us concerning his ways and so that we may walk in his paths.”  

 When the Lord brings this day, the nations, once alienated and hostile to God, 

shall then submit themselves to his will. When Zion towers above the other mountains, 

the peoples who once desired to walk down paths of unrighteousness, will then seek the 

Lord’s path for righteousness. When God alone stands exalted, the many tongues which 

once spoke blasphemies against him, will then desire to proclaim a word of invitation to 

meet at the mountain of the Lord’s house. When the new age of the kingdom breaks into 

the old, all tribes that once despised Yahweh’s covenant, will then long for covenant 

fellowship with him. All together these nations will then desire the instruction of the 

Lord, and for this reason they will come to Zion, “because,” the prophet says, “out of 

Zion shall go the law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.” 

 Now, do make note of some things here. First, notice that the nations come to 

hear the law. Formerly, the law only went forth to God’s covenant people, Israel. The 

Lord gave the law to them in order to create a distinct nation for himself, one set apart 

from all other nations, and that would bear witness to his great name. Through their 

failure to heed the Lord’s law, however, God sent his Son, and made him not only 

Messiah of Israel, but also Savior of the world. Because of Jesus, the floodgates of 

covenant mercy have opened to the nations. Doubtless, it is because of Jesus that the 

prophet can exhort Zion saying, “Enlarge the place of your tent, and let the curtains of 

your habitations be stretched out; do not hold back; lengthen your cords and strengthen 

your stakes. For you will spread abroad to the right and to the left, and your offspring will 

possess the nations and will people the desolate cities” (Isa 54:2-3). 

Second, notice that when the law goes forth, it is no longer coming from Mount 

Sinai. Instead, when the nations come to hear the law in the final days, it will be going 

forth from Mount Zion. The picture we get is quite different. Without doubt, the law itself 

remains the same law, since the word of God stands forever; but it goes forth from a 

different place—a place that signifies the dawning of a new age. When it went forth from 

Sinai, the ceremonies and sacrifices were instituted that they might bear witness to the 

coming Messiah. However, when the law goes forth from Zion, God has already revealed 

his Messiah, and through the person and work of Jesus fulfilled the law. Because of 

Jesus’ death, resurrection, and glorification to the right hand of Majesty, the old 

ceremonies and sacrifices stand abolished, and the law goes forth in light of New 

Covenant revelation. Such a picture the writer of Hebrews confirms in chapter 12 verses 

18-14, when he says,  

 

For you have not come to what may be touched, a blazing fire and darkness and 

gloom and a tempest and the sound of a trumpet and a voice whose words made 

the hearers beg that no further messages be spoken to them. For they could not 

endure the order that was given, “If even a beast touches the mountain [i.e. 

Sainai], it shall be stoned.” Indeed, so terrifying was the sight that Moses said, “I 

tremble with fear.” But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the 



living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal 

gathering, and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to 

God, the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, and to 

Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a 

better word than the blood of Abel. 

 

 Third, notice how the second phrase modifies the first, by highlighting that the 

word of the Lord comes from Jerusalem. Quite often, when Isaiah prophesies concerning 

Zion, a statement regarding Jerusalem will follow close behind. At times, it even seems 

as if the two are interchangeable. This, of course, would agree with the observation we 

made earlier, that Zion includes the temple mount in Jerusalem. For the law to go forth 

from Zion, therefore, was also for the word of the Lord to come out of Jerusalem. What 

we do find emphasized, however, is that this is a different Jerusalem than the one of 

Isaiah’s day. The Jerusalem of Isaiah’s day had stumbled, “because,” the prophet says, 

“their speech and their actions were against Yahweh, to rebel against his glorious 

presence” (3:8). This Jerusalem, on the other hand, corresponds with the exalted Zion of 

a new age. In this new city, Yahweh, the Lord of hosts will reign, and his glory will be 

before his elders, according to Isaiah 24. Nations will be drawn to the light of this city, 

because the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb are its temple, according to Isaiah 60 

and Revelation 22. From this new city, the nations shall gather before the Word as he 

declares the truth over them, and in that day, Zion will be considered a bearer of good 

news (Isa 40:9), and all of its sons will be taught of the Lord (Isa 54:13). 

 These three observations teach us that when God establishes Zion once again, it 

will not be like the old. Indeed, because of God’s enthroned Messiah, Jesus Christ, the 

new Zion will be exceedingly greater. All the nations, and all the peoples will come to the 

exalted place of God’s dwelling, to hear him declare the word of the Lord, and the 

universal results of these promised realities are quite astonishing. Look with me now at 

verse 4.  

It says, “He shall judge between the nations, and shall decide disputes for many 

peoples; and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning 

hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war 

anymore.” Now the book of Isaiah leaves no room for doubt regarding who sits as judge 

over the universe, especially after the vision of chapter 6, when Isaiah sees Yahweh, 

enthroned, while the council of heaven declares holy, holy, holy. The scene does leave us 

all trembling with the foundations of the thresholds; but it also does something else: it 

leaves us standing awestruck that this judge is merciful to sinners. So also here, by God’s 

mercy we find the gates of Zion swung wide-open for the nations to come and hear the 

Lord’s word. What is more about this scene in verse 4, is that Yahweh sits as their judge, 

not to condemn them, but to “decide disputes.” That is, he will mediate between the 

nations, so that justice is maintained and righteousness upheld. In this vision, Zion has 

already been established above all other hills, and those nations who failed to submit 

themselves to Yahweh, he has also condemned. The overall picture before us, therefore, 

is that God ushers in the age of peace. This is not accomplished by man-power. His 

saving word and His sovereign judgment effect inward changes within people, so that 

entire nations act totally different toward one another. God’s exaltation of Zion, not only 

gathers the nations before him, but also graciously bends their wills in submission to the 



ways revealed in his law. Their weapons, once used for evil, destruction, and taking life, 

will now be used for good, productivity, and sustaining life. Battle threats will subside, 

army barracks will be empty, and training grounds for soldiers will disappear. 

Following the Christ-centered message of versus 2 and 3, it is hard not to connect 

these days of peace with the final reign and kingdom of the Messiah, what we know as 

the days following the Second Coming of our Lord Jesus. Yes, God did inaugurate the 

final days of Zion’s glory in Jesus’ death, resurrection, and glorification. Yes, then, the 

final days are at hand, while men and women from every tribe, tongue, people, and nation 

make peace with God and each other through the cross of Jesus Christ as they enter 

Zion’s gates of salvation. At the same time, however, we who now live in those days 

hopefully wait and prayerfully long for their final consummation when Jesus, the Prince 

of Peace according to Isaiah 9, returns in all of his Father’s glory. 

 Overall, the picture we have painted before us in verses 2 through 4 is this: though 

Zion lies in ruins because of Israel’s rebellion, the Lord reigns and will establish Zion 

through the triumphant Gospel and kingdom of his Son and Messiah, Jesus. Nothing will 

stand in his way, not even the obstinacy of his own people. He will be exalted; his 

mountain will be raised; and the nations will come to him. However, it is for this reason, 

that the Lord follows this vision with a plea to his people, Israel, in verse 5: “Come, O 

house of Jacob, and let us walk in the light of the Lord.” You see, ironically, verses 2 

through 4 depict the Gentile nations streaming into Zion to hear and heed God’s law, 

while verses 6-11 describe Israel’s current unfaithfulness and idolatry. Verse 5, then, 

stands in between these two portraits and beckons Israel to choose Zion or destruction; 

Yahweh’s presence or his abandonment. They could choose Zion and Yahweh’s 

presence, by walking in the light of the Lord. Or, they could continue in destruction and 

Yahweh’s absence by filling their land with vain idols and pagan soothsayers. 

 This brings us to our first point of application of this Gospel message: 

repentance. These verses, hopeful as they are for God’s people in Judah and Jerusalem, 

still require their wills to be in humble submission to the Lord and his ways. Those who 

fail to run to his saving presence on Zion will also fail to partake of the glorious age to 

come spoken of earlier. Instead, they will be like those Isaiah speaks of in verses 10, 19, 

and 21, who try to hide themselves in the clefts of the rocks from the terror of the Lord 

and the splendor of his majesty. Their will be no peace for them, only destruction. The 

message is the same for us. Our failure to submit to Yahweh does not keep him from 

establishing Zion. As we have seen, he has already done so in his Son, Jesus Christ. What 

it does do, however, is keep us from his presence and guarantee that we will be crushed 

with the rest of the arrogant nations, if we continue in our wickedness. Thus, repent, 

submit yourselves to the king of Zion, Jesus Christ, abide in his word, and you will join 

the rest of the nations who shall gladly partake in the Lord’s glory. 

 The second point of application in Isaiah’s Gospel message is this: hope. Without 

question, these words grant God’s people hope. As I said before, they do so by casting 

their gaze not upon the devastating situation before them, but upon what their gracious 

God shall gloriously bring to pass in the latter days. Though their covenant nation sat in 

desolation and despair, God’s faithful remnant could still fix their eyes on Yahweh and 

his saving promises to restore Zion to the highest place of glory. This could be no more 

true for us as well. Many of us lose heart because we fix our eyes on the miserable 

situations before us. Or we become so depressed because all we can see is sin 



everywhere, in the world, in the church, in our homes, and within our own hearts; and 

this world becomes dark in a hurry. This text beckons us to behold the King and his 

sovereign power to overcome the sin and despair of this age, and establish a new one, of 

peace, righteousness, and glory. 

 Third, Isaiah’s Gospel message ought to awaken desires to spread the joy of 

God’s reign in daily evangelism and world missions. As we observed earlier, Zion’s 

exaltation means the floodgates of covenant mercy open to the Gentile nations; and this 

age has already been inaugurated in Jesus Christ’s death, resurrection, glorification. That 

means that we, ‘Johnny-come-lately-Gentiles,’ are part of something huge. The nations 

are streaming into Zion through Jesus Christ, and, according to this text, they are not 

satisfied going alone, and we should not be either! We need to go to our neighborhoods, 

confront our coworkers, talk to family members, and get on planes to Southeast Asia to 

say to as many as we can, “Come let us go up to the mountain of the house of the Lord.” 

Invite all the people you can to participate in Zion’s glory through its king, Jesus Christ. 

Be an Isaiah 52:7 people: “How lovely on the mountains are the feet of him who brings 

good news, who announces peace and brings good news of happiness, who announces 

salvation, and says to Zion, “Your God reigns!” 

The fourth, and last, point of application of Isaiah’s Gospel message is this: 

worship. When the many peoples come to the mountain of the Lord, there is no doubt 

they seek to worship him. Their invitation extends to the house of the God of Jacob, the 

place of God’s dwelling and where the people gathered for worship. Furthermore, they 

long to learn God’s ways and walk in his path, both of which result in lives of worship, 

not merely occasions of worship. What is more, even the glory of the entire Zion 

prophecy and the dawning of a new age ought to arouse our hearts to worship the Lord 

who, in his Son, Jesus, enables us to participate in such glory. Should we not say with the 

words of Isaiah 12:5-6, “Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously; let this be 

made known in all the earth. Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitant of Zion, for great in 

your midst is the Holy One of Israel (Isa 12:5-6). Should our hearts not be filled with 

song, as are the watchmen of Zion in Isaiah 52:10: “The voice of your watchmen—they 

lift up their voice; together they sing for joy; for eye to eye they see the return of the 

LORD to Zion.” Husbands, shout for joy with your wives, and let her see you really do 

love the King. Dads, let your children find you singing to and dancing before the Lord. 

Church, raise you hands together in adoration, for the Lord has clothed you with 

garments of praise according to Isaiah 61:3. 

  Thus, in light of the Lord’s words through his servant Isaiah: repent, and walk in 

the light of the Lord; hope in God’s promise of Zion and the new age; spread the joy of 

his reign in Christ; and worship Yahweh. The good news has been declared from the 

mouth of Isaiah, and I pray that we would all be changed by it. [PRAY] 


